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the utmost skill and practice and profound composition.
If mine ever appear, it shall be a masterpiece." What
appeared was Count Alarcos ; and there are two wonderful*
things about it. The first is that the author, if he is to be
believed, burned more of it than he printed ; and the second
is that in the year 1868 a version of it ran for five weeks at
Astley's " with the loudest demonstrations of applause from
delighted audiences/' One feels that sometimes we may
love our Prime Ministers too well.